oi labour is at present insufficient and intermittent; and is
I ;                      liable"to be seriously affected by a good harvest or by an outbreak of
, *                      epidemic disease, to some forms of which the coal fields have in the past
; i,                      been liable. Only a small proportion of the workers, except in the case
i                        of one or two old-established concerns, reside permanently at the mines.
I                        The rest are usually small cultivators or agricultural labourers, who
I I '                    return to their villages for the cultivation and harvesting of their crops.-
( '                     But a new generation of workers is growing up, which can be induced to
I ,                   settle down as resident labour near the mines, especially if suitable
accommodation be provided. Though constant efforts are being made
1 ^                   to arrive at the ideal workman's dwelling, finality is far from having been
i . '                 reached, and changes of type are still frequent. The worker himself
\:                     undoubtedly prefers separate huts, if possible with a small plot of garden
ground.   The objection to this is, of course, the expense involved, and
the only area in which we saw separate huts provided on a large scale
for organised labour was the Mysore gold field.
28.  The Bengal Iron and Steel Company at Kulti and the Tata Iron
and Steel Company at Sakchi are most import-
The BengalJ^and Steel    ftnt ^ustrial  enterprises  in close connection
with the Bengal coal field.
The works of the Bengal Iron and Steel Company, unlike the Tata
Company's works, have grown up gradually. They were originally
started in 1875, but had a somewhat chequered history, and did not come
into the hands of the present Company till about 1889. The poor quality
of iron ore. previously used was largely responsible for the failure
of the Company to make steel at a profit in 1905 and onwards, but the
managing agents, after nearly 20 years' unremitting labour, have now
put the concern on a paying basis, a result to which the discovery of a
body of better-grade ore greatly contributed.
The works have been extended and remodelled. They contain four
blast furnaces, each with a possible output of 80 tons of pig a day. About
half the coke required is made by the Company and the balance is
purchased locally.
The steam is generated in boilers fired by the waste gases from the
furnaces. The output of pig iron, under normal conditions, is about
10,000 tons a month. Since November 1917, one furnace has been
turning out from 1,200 to 1,500 tons a month of ferro-manganese, which
is exported to Europe and America for war purposes.. The works
contain a large foundry making pipes up to 12 inches in diameter,
bends, columns, fencing sockets, pot sleepers and chairs, and are
capable of producing castings up to 20 tons in weight. The Company
employs about 10,000 men.
29.  The Tata Iron and Steel Company was formed in 1907 and
commenced active operations about five years
Company"     M      later.   It OWQ.S iron mines at Gurumasini and
elsewhere    in  India;   limestone  quarries    at
Panposh in the Gangpur State and at Khansbahal; magnesite deposits in